
reminisce about their times together. 
Homecoming registration can be 
found on puc.edu/homecoming, with 
the options of general attendance, 
lunch, and class parties.

A DREAM COME TO LIFE: PUC 
FLIGHT CENTER BUILDS CUSTOM 
SIMULATOR Pacific Union College 
Flight Center Director Nathan Tasker 
had the idea to build a type-specific 
aircraft simulator for his students. 
Since flight training devices in general 
aviation tend to be generic, limiting 
their usefulness, Tasker questioned 
how he and the program could obtain 
a simulator to teach basic skills, such 
as visual ground reference maneuvers 
and landing techniques. This would 
allow students to progress efficiently, 
as these skills cannot be effectively 
taught in traditional simulators.

A GIRL’S RETREAT AT THE 
COAST: CREATING A SPACE FOR 
WOMANHOOD From January 31 to 
February 2, Bethanee Tabura and her 
team created a space for PUC girls 
to relax and discuss womanhood. 
She also wanted to give girls who 
might not be able to attend the other 
yearly retreats an opportunity to go 
to Albion. Bethanee appreciated and 
was passionate about the Albion Field 
Station and the programs PUC hosts 
there, so she found it the perfect 
place to hold a girls’ retreat. 

PUC’S NURSING DEPARTMENT 
STRENGTHENS PROGRAM BY 
PURCHASING AN ANATOMAGE 
TABLE The nursing department at 
Pacific Union College is thrilled to 
have new equipment that will help 
shape and strengthen its students’ 
education experience.  Using Song-
Brown funds—grant money funded 
by the California Department of 
Health Care Access and Information, 

ALUMNI PROFILE: AMANDA BARNES 
After graduating from PUC in 2024, 
Amanda Barnes moved to Hawaii 
to teach middle school English and 
history teacher at Hawaiian Mission 
Academy Ka Lama Iki. At a young 
age, she knew she wanted to be an 
educator after being inspired by her 
English teacher, Megan Brooks, and 
principal and history teacher, Heather 
Denton, from PUC Prep. From their 
influence, Amanda graduated with a BA 
in English and a minor in History and 
earned a California State Credential 
and an SDA Credential. 

FACULTY FEATURE: CHRISTIAN 
VON POHLE While this is his first year 
working full-time at PUC, Christian von 
Pohle has been known around campus 
in other positions. He was an adjunct 
faculty member in the psychology and 
social work department, a student 
worker in the academic administration 
office, and a TA in the psychology and 
biology department. He was also an 
acting tutor in the Student Success 
Center, and his first ever job at PUC 
was as a lab instructor for anatomy 
when he was a junior at PUC Prep. 

MAXWELL SCHOLAR SPOTLIGHT: 
CECILE ANGELA ABALLANA Coming 
all the way from the Philippines and 
Hong Kong is freshman Cecile Angela 
Aballana. Angela (as she prefers) is 
majoring in business administration 
with an emphasis in accounting. 
During her last year in high school, she 
continuously prayed about one thing: 
to be in a place meant for her. 

STUDENT WEEK OF WORSHIP 
INFLUENCES A PASSION FOR GOD
From January 21-25, Pacific Union 
College was blessed with five students 
who spoke for Student Week of 
Worship, themed  “Passion: As Told 
By You.” Students Abiel Irving, Josue 
Hilario, Elena Blum, Julian Clarke, and 
Leila Beltran shared how passion is 
the force that drives intentional action 
toward God, everyone, and everything.

TO PUC ALUMNI: YOUR 
2025 HOMECOMING INFO & 
REGISTRATION In celebrating over 
140 years, Pacific Union College looks 
forward to welcoming alumni back 
on campus for Homecoming from 
April 18-19. This memorable weekend 
will bring friends to reconnect and 
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PACIFIC UNION COLLEGE

supporting nursing schools and 
workforce expansion in California—
PUC’s nursing department was able 
to purchase an anatomy table that 
students can start using in the new year.  

ACADEMIES ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY COMPETE AT 
PUC’S ANNUAL BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT Pacific Union 
College welcomed 16 academies 
nationwide for their annual basketball 
tournament from January 22-25. Pine 
Tree Academy in Maine, College 
View Academy in Nebraska, and 
Hawaiian Mission Academy accepted 
PUC’s invitation to visit the college 
and partake in the tournament. In 
addition to the games, academies 
joined different worship services, and 
some students also hiked near the 
college and participated in the three-
point shooting contest. The weekend 
gave high school students a glimpse 
into the PUC experience. 
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