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Q@&A WITH MIKA PALITANG:
WORSHIP COORDINATOR FOR
CAMPUS MINISTRIES

Junior Mika Palitang has helped with
PUC'’s campus ministries praise team
since her freshman year. With this

year being her first time as an official
worship coordinator, she works with
the SA religious vice president, student
chaplains, and the school chaplain

to help plan and coordinate worship
services- particularly the praise music
portion of vespers, church, week of
prayer, and other campus events. Mika
also helps students get involved with
campus ministries so they can use their
God-given talents for His purpose.

PUC’S HERB FORD HONORED FOR
HIS MILITARY SERVICE WITH HONOR
FLIGHT TO WASHINGTON, D.C.

In September, Ford and 67 other
veterans flew on the 26th Central
Valley Honor Flight from Fresno,
California, to Washington, D.C., to
visit memorials honoring their military
service. The Central Valley Honor
Flight is a nonprofit organization that
holds fundraisers to pay for veterans

Pacific
Union
College

to be honored on a memorable
trip-including round-trip airfare, a
two-night stay at a first-class hotel, all
meals, and charter bus transportation
to every site on the trip. Ford, 96, is a
veteran of the U.S. Merchant Marine,
the U.S. Army Air Corps, and the U.S.
Air Force.

PUC REPRESENTS AT THE SOCIETY
OF ADVENTIST COMMUNICATORS
CONFERENCE

The Society of Adventist
Communicators Conference (SAC)

is three days of engaging keynotes,
workshops, performances, and
networking sessions. They also have
local media tours, Sabbath afternoon
activities, and amazing food. This year,
SAC was from Oct. 19-21in Springfield,
Massachusetts. It has been several
years since PUC has been able to
attend this conference, outside of
attending virtually during COVID.

Read the full articles and
subscribe to our emails at!
puc.edu/puc-now

PUC’S SOCIAL WORK PROGRAM
SHINES IN RECENT ACCREDITATION
ACHIEVEMENT

Pacific Union College’s social work
program recently received approval
from the Council of Social Work
Education Board of Accreditation,
recognizing the program’s commitment
to high standards and continuous
improvement. Every eight years,

the social work program undergoes

a thorough accreditation process
involving a comprehensive self-study,
strategic planning, and collaboration
with various stakeholders.

PUC’S STUDENT ASSOCIATION
OPENS THE SHED WITH
AFFORDABLE OUTDOOR GEAR
The Shed is an outdoor gear rental
facilitated and funded by SA and the
SA Senate. They rent athletic and
outdoor equipment to the student
body, such as mountain bikes,
paddleboards, and backpacking gear.
The initial equipment, like several REI
mountain bikes and paddle boards,
was funded through an SA Senate
bill several years ago and was the
utilization of the equipment.

PUC PARTNERS WITH LOMA

LINDA UNIVERSITY TO LAUNCH
ACCELERATED SOCIAL WORK
MASTER’S PROGRAM

In November, PUC and LLU formally
agreed to establish a 4+1 Master in
Social Work program, streamlining the
transition from a bachelor’s degree

to a master’s degree for students.
This innovative program simplifies

the application process for students,
requiring only one application

and acceptance step. Successful
completion of this accelerated social
work program results in attaining both
a bachelor’s degree from PUC and a
master’s degree from LLU.

THE FELLOWSHIP OF MUSIC:
RONNIE ZANELLA JOINS PUC’S
MUSIC FACULTY

As choral director at PUC, Zanella
directs both Chorale—the general
campus choir—and Vox Pro Musica—
the audition-only student chorus. He
also teaches music theory. Students,
faculty, staff, and community members
are invited to be part of the Chorale;
rehearsals are Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 12-12:50 p.m.

ALUMNI PROFILE: PETER HAN

Peter Han graduated in 2012 with

a B.A.in biology and a B.S. in film

and television production. After

PUC, he graduated from medical
school in 2016, went on to residency
in otolaryngology-head and neck
surgery in 2021, head and neck surgical
oncology fellowship in 2022, and facial
plastic and reconstructive surgery
fellowship in June. Peter has since
joined the faculty of the Department
of Head and Neck Surgery at UCLA
as a facial plastic and reconstructive
surgeon.
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